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Heat Stress In Dairy Cows
As our climate changes and the average UK summer
becomes warmer, there are more days each year when
the temperature-humidity index exceeds the
thermoneutral zone (TNZ) for adult cattle. The TNZ is
the range of temperatures at which an animal’s heat
production matches heat loss. For adult cattle the TNZ
range is large from below zero degrees Celsius to 25˚C.
High humidity levels can also impact performance and
can tip adult cattle into states of heat stress as they
struggle to dissipate heat through evaporation losses
when temperatures climb above 25˚C.
For lactating dairy cows their milk yields will be best
when air temperatures are between 5-25˚C. Above 25˚C
lactating cows will begin to show clinical signs of heat
stress. These signs may be subtle but include lethargy,
panting and increased respiratory rate and effort. In
terms of productivity there is likely to be less feed intake
and subsequently dry matter intake (DMI) will reduce,
early embryonic losses increase, mastitis rates may
increase due to reduced activity and increased lying
times and ultimately milk yields have been shown to
reduce by up to 20-30%.

As the climate modelling predictions only indicate that we
will experience more extremes of temperature in the future,
thought should be given to how we can manage and
improve dairy cattle welfare in summer heat waves.
Actions such as ensuring adequate quantity and quality of
water and ensuring ample resources are available is
fundamental. Shade and ventilation in buildings is also
essential. A cost benefit- analysis could also be given to
utilising fans and misting systems in collecting yards as
these have been shown to reduce temperatures by up to
1.5˚C and could mitigate the risk of heat stress.

Tubes and fans work by increasing the airspeed over a
cow, increasing the airspeed allows for faster heat loss
through evaporation. Air movement as low as 10km/hour
can reduce heat stress by 50%.
Don’t forget your farms have calves and heifers too –
pneumonia in heifers knocks 500-1000 litres of milk off
lactation yield every year for life and beef calves are 812% of total annual farm turnover.
Please speak to any of the team for more information.
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Lamb Losses

TB Advisory Service
The TB Advisory Service is a DEFRA funded project that
offers free, bespoke, practical and cost-effective advice
to all eligible farmers in England to help reduce the risks
associated with TB.
We at Belmont are working alongside them to offer our
clients free TB advice with one of our TBAS trained vets.
If you are eligible you may qualify for an on farm visit.
At this visit we will ask about your farm set up, the
concerns you currently have regarding TB, and issues
you may face in the future. We will then have a walk
around your farm buildings and fields to better
understand your current situation. Throughout the visit
we will identify potential areas where TB risk could be
eliminated or reduced discussing why these are risks
and how you can control them. At the end of the visit
you and your vet will agree on four recommendations
you can carry out.
If you are interested in arranging a TBAS visit please get
in touch with the office who will arrange for one of our
TBAS co-ordinators to contact you and find a suitable
date for the visit.
Please visit www.tbas.org.uk for more information.

Emergencies and Out of Hours
In the unfortunate event that your animal requires veterinary
attention out-of-hours please dial the usual office number
where you will be given the telephone number of the on-duty
vet.
It may be useful to keep a pen and paper handy to take this number
down. On the rare occasion that the duty vet is out of reception your
call will be forwarded to a helpful member of our answering service
who will ensure someone attends the emergency as soon as
possible.
The answering team at Kernow can be contacted directly on
01432 381 440, if for any reason you are unable to reach the
duty vet.

As weaning is in full swing, it’s worth remembering the
tools we have at our fingertips to investigate lamb
losses. The very most effective way to investigate dead
stock is through post-mortem examination. This can be
done either on farm or in the office. The fresher the
better, especially when the weather is hot. This will help
to potentially find the definitive answer or help guide
further investigation if needed.
Remember weaning is a stressful time for lambs with
changes of diet and social grouping. Ensuring your
lambs are fully vaccinated beforehand using Heptavac P
will reduce the risk of clostridial disease and
pasteurellosis or similar. Often opportunistic infections
are more likely to happen during these stressful periods.
With the mild winter and the temperature cranking up,
worms are going to be an issue for growing lambs.
Regular faecal egg counts should be performed to keep
on top of worm burdens. It is worth keeping an eye on
the SCOPS parasite forecast for more information on
when your area is most at risk.
Ensuring appropriate mineralisation of your lambs will
help to keep them fit and healthy. Cobalt and Selenium
are regularly in short supply in the soils in Herefordshire
and the surrounding counties. This can cause poor
growth rates and increased lamb losses.
As always, recording your losses is an essential way of
monitoring your flock health. Not only the numbers but
age and reason. This will give you a good idea year on
year where problems are mostly likely to occur in your
system. We have a tally sheet available to help you keep
track of your losses. Please speak to the office if you
would like a copy of this to be sent to you.
If you have any concerns please speak to a vet.

Appropriate means of contact
Recently there has been an increase in instances of clients
contacting the offices and vets by text or email with
requests for urgent drugs orders or advice on sick animals.
We would like to remind our clients to please always call
the office with these requests so that they can be dealt
with promptly. Texts and emails are easily missed and are
not monitored outside of the normal working hours of 08:30
- 17:30 Monday to Friday. If you need to speak to someone
urgently out of hours please call the office landline where
you will be given the number for the on call vet.
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