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FARM ANIMAL
NEWSLETTER

COVID-19 UPDATE
We would like to remind our clients to please inform us if you or anyone in your household is exhibiting any COVID-19
symptoms and you have an upcoming visit scheduled. Thank you for your co-operation.
Please remember that all drugs orders must be phoned in at least 1 hour in advance to allow
a vet to approve them prior to collection.

Are you making the most of your lambs?
Lamb health and production is the hallmark of a
successful and profitable flock. Here are some main areas
to focus on to make sure your lambs are giving you the
returns you deserve for your hard work over this season.
Colostrum
An excellent start goes a long way to ensure strong,
healthy lambs. A strong, healthy lamb, up and sucking
within 15 minutes of birth has a 90–95% chance of still
being alive 90 days later. For lambs that need assistance
ensure you’re supplementing lambs with enough:
·Quantity Quickly - 50ml/kg of colostrum as soon as
possible after birth and within 4–6 hours. In 24 hours, a
new born lamb must receive the equivalent of 200 ml/kg
body weight in colostrum e.g. a 5 kg lamb needs 1 litre of
colostrum in the first day of life
·Quality – from the maternal dam as a priority. If an
alternative source is needed ideally from another ewe in
the flock. Pooled cow colostrum and artificial colostrum
can also be used but these should be as a supplement not
a replacement.

Keeping Records
Knowing what problems are presenting themselves will help you
identify and correct them. Lack of sleep and long days can make
remembering exactly what has been happening within the flock
difficult. Why not have a simple notepad or whiteboard in the
shed ready to tally up what you’re seeing and treating.
Having good records will allow an honest and useful discussion
with your vet at flock health plan reviews. Benchmarks can be
compared against and, if the records are good enough, financial
breakdowns of rearing costs can be analysed.
Growth Rates
Part and parcel of record keeping is getting regular weights from
your lambs. As a first port of call farmers should assess lamb
growth at the eight-week mark. On lowland systems, they should
be hitting around 20kg live weight at this time. Aim to weigh your
lambs every 2 weeks or 10%-20% of the crop every week.
Monitoring this on a regular basis allows you to see growth rates,
ensuring lambs are on target to finish when desired. This will also
allow you to spot any issues early on and act quickly to prevent
problems developing too far.
Worming
Poor growth rates can point to a high worm burden within the
lambs. With it being a particularly mild winter, we will likely see a
large hatch of gut worms such as Nematodirus. Keep an eye on
the SCOPS parasite forecasts and collect samples for faecal egg
counts pre-treatment. This will allow you to know levels of worm
burden and can help assess if there is any anthelmintic
resistance through further sampling.
Please speak to one of our vets if you would like advice.

HEREFORD: 01432 351471 • BROMYARD: 01885 488440 • LEDBURY: 01531 806129
Vets: Dominic Alexander • Will Allman • Mike Bellamy • Hazel Birch-Ellis • Ellie Collins • Andrew Cooke • Joel Galloway • Nick Gibbon • James Hipperson •
Hannah Mitchell • Matthew Pugh • Caroline Rank • Harry Walby • Charlotte Watkins • Sarah Watson
TB Testers: Jacek (Jack) Andrychiewicz • Petre Balanescu • Jennifer Grosvenor-Smith • Lin Irving • Ovidiu Mircea-Oltean •Tudor Patcas
Diego Sainz Garcia • Mark Wrathall
Support staff: Jasmine Chapman • Megan Corrick • Sadie Davies • Michelle Harris • Lucy Hughes • Sybil Legge • Laura Langford • Alice Mainwaring
Ros O’Sullivan • Sharon Powell • Sophie Powell • Andrea Smith • Pam Strange • Vicky Tully • Katherine Whistance • Millie Whitlock • Evelyn Williams

Barren ewe testing

Suckler Nutrition

Lambing is drawing to a close for many now and before any
remaining barren ewes are sorted and sold now would be a
good time to investigate any barrens or aborted ewes. If you
have had excessive numbers of barren ewes, or poor
scanning results this season then this is an extremely costeffective method of starting your investigation into why it
happened. CEVA and MSD who make our abortion vaccines
are offering free testing for screening of the disease, just
ring the practice to book any ewes you would like testing (up
to 6 individuals) under the assure ewe testing programme
and only pay for the time to have the bloods taken!

Potential Staff Shortages
As with most businesses Belmont Farm & Equine is feeling the
effects of the ever increasing number of cases of COVID-19.
We have been very lucky to have had relatively few cases
amongst our staff but we have had some vets, TB testers and
support staff required to isolate recently.
We also have an obligation to provide vets as part of the Avian
Influenza investigations and this is often at short notice.
As a result of this we would like to forewarn our clients that
there may be occasions where we need to postpone or
rearrange a visit. We ask you please to be flexible on timings
where possible. We will continue to strive to provide our usual
excellent standard of care to our clients and will avoid
disruption to our services wherever possible.
With this is in mind please remember to book your TB test
with plenty of time within your test window.
We will continue to prioritise urgent and emergency care.
We thank you for your continued understanding and support in
these exceptional circumstances.

Are your beef cattle getting the energy and protein they
need in the final stages of pregnancy?
Cows in calf need a specific amount of energy and protein
in their diet during pregnancy but particularly the final
stages (6-9 months). In the final trimester, cattle require at
least 11% crude protein and 85 (+25 per calf) MJ/ME per
day in their diet.
-Protein is important to ensure sufficient muscle deposition
in the calf and good quality colostrum in the dam. This will
give the calf a good, healthy start and lifelong vitality.
-Energy is important as too much can result in too large a
calf resulting in a tough calving, and too little can result in a
smaller calf with reduced marbling in the muscle.
Additionally, the cow may enter a negative energy balance
which can effect cow fertility, calf growth and make her
vulnerable to other diseases.
Generally, beef cattle can manage their intakes
appropriately to support themselves, provided they are
given the correct composition of feedstuffs. Therefore, it is
very important to analyse hay, or silage prior to feeding to
identify crude protein levels and energy, along with other
nutritional composites. As you are aware, there is a huge
variation in protein levels between cuts throughout the
season, so forage analysis is very important. Hay or silage
can be analysed for just £15.28 a sample. Contact the
office to get yours sent off today and we can discuss ways
in which the diet can be altered or maintained to suit your
cattle needs.
This is just one part of suckler cow nutrition and if you are at
all worried about the condition of your cows pre calving or
having any questions, please do not hesitate to contact one
of the team.

Emergencies and Out of Hours
In the unfortunate event that your animal requires veterinary
attention out-of-hours please dial the usual office number
where you will be given the telephone number of the on-duty
vet.
It may be useful to keep a pen and paper handy to take this
number down.
On the rare occasion that the duty vet is out of reception your call
will be forwarded to a helpful member of our answering service
who will ensure someone attends the emergency as soon as
possible.
The answering team at Kernow can be contacted directly on
01432 381 440, if for any reason you are unable to reach the
duty vet.
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