DECemBER 2021
FARM ANIMAL
NEWSLETTER

COVID-19 UPDATE
With COVID-19 cases on the rise we would like to remind our clients to please inform us if you or anyone in you household
is exhibiting any COVID-19 symptoms if you have any upcoming visits. It is important that we have this information so that our
vets and TB testers can prepare with full PPE to help us keep our team of vets on the road and continue to provide our usual
excellent standard of service to our valued clients. Thank you for your co-operation.

CHRISTMAS QUIZ
It’s that time of year again. The Christmas music is
blaring out over the radio, the sickly-sweet smell of mulled
spices everywhere you go, the queues for advent
calendars, Christmas trees and decorations going from
Hereford to Bromyard. So, to cheer you up and we
thought we’d provide you with a gritty advent quiz to get
you through this overly cheery period. Answers will be
released daily on our social media platforms so keep an
eye out!
1.What year did Belmont Farm & Equine move from
Belmont Road to Rotherwas Industrial estate?
2. Which common foot lesion is shown in picture a?
3. How many caesarians (cows and ewes) did the vet team
carry out this spring? a) 67 b) 212 c) 188
4. How many classes of sheep wormer are there?
Extra points if you can name them all!
5. How long has Sybil worked for Belmont?
6. What are the common pathogens involved in pneumonia in calves?
Name as many as you can.
7. What is the optimum time you should get
colostrum into a calf or lamb?
8. What body conditions score should you be aiming
to calve your cattle down at?
9. What is the scientific name for lungworm in cattle?

14. What are the main properties of Metacam? A) Pain
relief B) Reduce Inflammation C) Reduce fever D) All of
the above
15. Deficiency of which mineral causes grass staggers?

16. How many collective children does the Belmont Family
have? A) 12 B) 55 C)34
17. How can you tell if a chicken egg has gone off?
18. What is and what causes twin lamb disease in ewes?
19. What is a cloudburst and what species does it
commonly occur in?
20. What age did the worlds oldest goose live to?
21. How many reindeer do we treat? A)0-25 B) 26-35
C)36-50
22. Which vets dog is shown in picture C?
23. Who won our internal lambing cup in 2021?
24. Which vet donned lycra for the Farming
Minds gladiator fight?

A

10. What class of antibiotic does Trymox LA fall under? A) Tetracycline B)
Penicillin C) Florfenicol
11. What is the normal temperature range for sheep?
12. What is the term for when alpacas give birth?
13. What breed of pig is shown in picture B?

C
B
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Clostridial Disease

What a year 2021 has been! We would like to thank
you all for your continued support and
understanding through really challenging times. In
spite of COVID and Brexit supply challenges we
somehow managed to keep most products on the
shelf and maintain service to our fantastic clients.
As pretty much all sectors see strong prices moving
into the new year and a positive short term outlook
we hope you all manage to get a bit of a break over
the Christmas period to take stock of the year that
has just passed. All of us at BFE vets wish you a very
Happy Christmas and we look forward to the
challenges and opportunities that 2022 will bring.

Clostridial diseases include Black Disease, Blackleg, Malignant
Oedema, Tetanus and Botulism. These are all caused by
bacteria from the Clostridial family, which are ubiquitous - so
found everywhere! They are found in particular in the soil and in
the intestinal tracts of animals.
Although not contagious, when the spores of these bacteria are
ingested, they can reactivate and release toxins that cause
illness and death. This reactivation can be stimulated by various
trigger factors, including diet change, weaning, drenching,
transport, weather change and other diseases!
Clinical signs of specific clostridial diseases can suggest
clostridial infection but laboratory tests and post mortem
examination of a freshly dead animal are required for a definitive
diagnosis.
As it is almost impossible to avoid these bacteria and the factors
that trigger their reactivation, it is important to vaccinate animals
to protect them from clostridial disease.
How can I protect my animals from Clostridial diseases?
For cattle:
2ml Bravoxin can be given as a subcutaneous injection to calves
from 2 weeks of age, followed by a second dose 4-6 weeks later.
Cattle will be immune to 9 species of Clostridial bacteria from 2
weeks after this second injection. Sufficient colostrum from fully
vaccinated dam’s will protect calves against clostridia for up to 2
weeks of age.
For sheep:
2ml of Heptavac P can be given to lambs from 3 weeks of age,
followed by a second dose 4-6 weeks later and annual boosters
thereafter. Annual boosters should be given to ewes 4-6 weeks
pre lambing to aid in the control of disease in young lambs,
provided sufficient colostrum is given.

Emergencies and Out of Hours
In the unfortunate event that your animal requires veterinary
attention out-of-hours please dial the usual office number where
you will be given the telephone number of the on-duty vet.
It may be useful to keep a pen and paper handy to take this number
down.
On the rare occasion that the duty vet is out of reception your call will
be forwarded to a helpful member of our answering service who will
ensure someone attends the emergency as soon as possible.
The answering team at Kernow can be contacted directly on
01432 381 440, if for any reason you are unable to reach the duty
vet.

Belmont Farm & Equine Vets
We have lots of interesting client courses coming up
including some Mastering Medicines courses. Please
keep an eye on our Facebook page for further details.
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