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COVID-19 UPDATE
With COVID-19 cases on the rise we would like to remind our clients to please inform us if you or anyone in you household
is exhibiting any COVID-19 symptoms if you have any upcoming visits. It is important that we have this information so that our
vets and TB testers can prepare with full PPE to help us keep our team of vets on the road and continue to provide our usual
excellent standard of service to our valued clients. Thank you for your understanding.

Digital Dermatitis Control and Prevention
What is digital dermatitis?
A common disease in cattle which can cause severe and
infectious lameness. Bacteria called Treponemes are the
main causal agents, usually introduced through bought in
cattle. Lesions are often seen on the heel between the
claws but can also be found in various sites on the foot and
even the udder cleft.
How do I identify it?
Lesions are scored based on the M-system:
·M0 - no lesion present
·M1 - small <2cm active lesion
·M2 - ulcerative active lesion >2cm
·M3 - healing stage, dry brown scab-like tissue
·M4 - chronic stage, raised tissue and thickened epithelium
·M4.1 – stage 4 with stage 1 developing
The most effective way of identifying lesions is through
picking up and cleaning every foot. As this is not always
practical, an easy effective way is using a swivel mirror with
a light on in the parlour. Knowing the percentage of active
lesions within a herd will give you a good idea of how
aggressively the problem needs to be addressed.

How to treat it?
Treatment should be carried out both on individual
animals and at the herd level. Animals with active lesions
(M1/M2/M4.1) should be promptly picked out, the foot
lifted, cleaned, dried and topical antibiotics (usually
engemycin spray) applied to the lesion.
This should be repeated daily until the lesion is no longer
active. The cleaning and drying is vital to treatment
success. Treponemes are highly sensitive to antibiotics
and treatment failure usually occurs due to insufficient
hygiene during or after treatment.
Herd level treatment is more focused on prevention of
outbreaks and stopping chronic lesions becoming active
again. Regular footbathing using formalin, zinc, copper or
organic acid preparations to help reduce circulating
infection. Strict hygiene when cattle are housed will help
to reduce infection pressure. For more advice on
treatment and control of digital dermatitis don’t hesitate to
give us a call and ask to speak to a vet.

How does it spread?
Once on farm, digital dermatitis is seemingly impossible to
eradicate. Treponemes are found in the environment, most
commonly in slurry. Cows with ulcerative lesions actively
shed into the environment, causing the infectious nature of
the disease. Chronically affected cows can become a
reservoir for digi-derm and are usually the trojan horse
which spread infection from farm to farm.

HEREFORD: 01432 351471 • BROMYARD: 01885 488440 • LEDBURY: 01531 806129
Vets: Dominic Alexander • Will Allman • Mike Bellamy • Hazel Birch-Ellis • Ellie Collins • Andrew Cooke • Joel Galloway • Nick Gibbon • James Hipperson •
Hannah Mitchell • Matthew Pugh • Caroline Rank • Harry Walby • Charlotte Watkins • Sarah Watson
TB Testers: Jacek (Jack) Andrychiewicz • Petre Balanescu • Lin Irving • Ovidiu Mircea-Oltean • Tudor Patcas • Diego Sainz Garcia • Mark Wrathall
Support staff: Jasmine Chapman • Megan Corrick • Sadie Davies • Michelle Harris • Lucy Hughes • Sybil Legge • Laura Langford •
Alice Mainwaring • Ros O’Sullivan • Sophie Powell • Sharon Powell • Andrea Smith • Pam Strange • Vicky Tully • Katherine Whistance •
Millie Whitlock • Evelyn Williams

Get clued up and make sure your housing
treatments aren’t a fluke!
With housing now either upon us, or just around the corner it will
only be a matter of time before you're reaching for those winter
housing treatments. However, when considering flukicides for
cows, immediate treatment isn’t always better. Although
combination products can be convenient, if used straight at
housing they can leave a significant amount of fluke untreated and
so using a separate wormer and flukicide at different times can
give you much better results.
Cattle pick up fluke when grazing, making pasture management
important for reducing the risk of picking up infestations. However,
on some farms, access to fluke-risk ground is somewhat
unavoidable and routine treatments are required.
Flukicides treat various
levels of the fluke lifecycle
and understanding this is
important to their timing.
Triclabendazole
(Endofluke) kills the
largest number of
immature fluke, and is
often seen as a “wonder
product” for this reason.
However, by relying on or overusing triclabendazole for cow
treatments you could eventually develop resistance and cause it to
stop working on your farm forever. Other products such as
Nitroxynil (Trodax) and Closantel (Flukiver) only kill fluke from 8
weeks onwards, but if you delay their use for 8 weeks after housing
then it will still completely clear out the entirety of fluke within the
cow and be just as effective! As you will see from the table below
each flukicide product has different timing requirements so why not
speak to one of our vets to discuss your own farm’s housing
treatments and make sure that you get the best response from the
products you choose!

Avian influenza

We’re not the only ones suffering from a highly contagious, deadly
virus.
In the late autumn and winter the UK is at constant risk of ‘bird flu’ from
wild and migratory birds.
At the time of writing there have been multiple outbreaks of highly
pathogenic AI, including a site near Kidderminster and Wrexham. The
highly pathogenic strains are any H5 or H7 categorised strain of virus.
It must be remembered that AI is a notifiable disease and as such any
suspicion of the disease must be reported to your vet or directly to the
Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA).
Some top tips to help reduce the risk to your birds and reduce the risk
of the virus spreading.
1.Clean and disinfect footwear before and after entering your poultry.
Virkon S is a suitable disinfectant. Disinfect hard surfaces where
possible.
2. Feed should be kept in housing or away from wild bird access.
Regularly tidy up any spilled feed.
3. Where possible house and enclose runs/outside areas with suitable
mesh/cover to prevent wild bird access.
4.Register your poultry. For any person/premises with over 50 birds this
is a legal requirement.You can then also receive notifications of disease
outbreaks.
More information can be found at www.gov.uk/guidance/poultryregistration.

TB test bookings
With the days rapidly getting shorter and cattle coming in for
housing our TB testing diary is filling up rapidly.
For your best chance of getting your TB test booked in with your
preferred TB tester and at time and date that is convenient for you
please remember to give us a call to book in your TB test as
soon as you receive your letter.
If you would like any blood samples taken at your TB test please
advise us at the time of booking. If any clinical work is required at
the TB test (e.g. PD's), we can generally arrange for one of our
clinical vets to visit along side the TB tester to do this at a
reduced visit fee.

£ Did Somebody say discount £

Emergencies and Out of Hours
In the unfortunate event that your animal requires veterinary
attention out-of-hours please dial the usual office number where
you will be given the telephone number of the on-duty vet.
It may be useful to keep a pen and paper handy to take this number
down.
On the rare occasion that the duty vet is out of reception your call will
be forwarded to a helpful member of our answering service who will
ensure someone attends the emergency as soon as possible.
The answering team at Kernow can be contacted directly on
01432 381 440, if for any reason you are unable to reach the duty
vet.

(AI)

Don't forget that we offer a 10% discount on eligible products if
they are paid for on collection and your account is paid up to
date.The discount applies to most full bottles and packs
including some vaccines and wormers. Please ask a member of
support staff for further information.
Belmont Farm

& Equine Vets

We have lots of interesting client courses coming up
including some Mastering Medicines courses. Please
keep an eye on our Facebook page for further details.
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