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COVID-19 UPDATE
We are now able to allow one person at a time into our reception areas. Please remember to call your orders in at least
24 hours in advance of collecting . If you have an upcoming visit and anyone in your household is displaying
symptoms of COVID-19 please contact the office to rearrange your visit.

Who is best placed to look after your horse’s teeth?
Dental fact: did you know, in medieval Germany a cure for Oral sedatives can be prescribed for most horses that have been seen
within the last 6 months but only for those being examined by qualified
toothache was to kiss a donkey?!
Routine equine dental check-ups are an essential part of your horse's
health and wellbeing. With rapid advances in the equine dental
industry, it is important to make sure you are picking the right people
for the job. How often your horse needs their teeth checking can
change depending on their age and pre-existing dental issues, but as
a rule of thumb dental checks should be done at least ONCE a year
and can easily be combined with their annual vaccinations.
Choosing who is best to provide routine dental care for your horse is
important as there are several groups of dental care providers
available. These choices include your equine vet and both qualified or
unqualified equine dental technicians:
Unqualified Dental Technicians:
Those who are not registered with the governing bodies; the British
Association of Equine Dental Technicians (BAEDT) or category 2
members of the World Wide Association of Equine Dentists
(WWAED). Their involvement is outlined in category 1 below and is
limited to MANUAL rasping of teeth.
Qualified Dental Technicians:
If you choose to use an equine dental technician to provide routine
dental care for your horse, we would strongly recommend using those
who are members of the British Association of Equine Dental
Technicians (BAEDT) or category 2 members of the World Wide
Association of Equine Dentists (WWAED).
These technicians have undergone approved examinations to attain
their qualifications and they have to maintain their continuing
professional development and abide by the association code of
conduct. Qualified technicians can undertake the dental care
outlined in Categories 1 and 2
Equine Veterinary surgeons:
Equine vets are trained not only to perform an oral examination but
also to combine this with an examination of your horse as a whole.
They are also able to administer appropriate local anaesthetics, pain
relief and sedation. There are also advanced veterinary practitioners
who specialise in dental conditions of the horse to whom more
complex cases can be referred.
Qualified dental technicians can also work alongside veterinarians to
provide well rounded dental care, including support with extractions,
advice on more complex cases and administering any drugs that may
be necessary for the procedures.

EDTs. Veterinarians can undertake dental procedures in all three
categories.
Category 1 Procedures:
Those procedures which an individual can perform without specific
attainment of qualifications:
Examination of teeth;
⦁ Removal of sharp enamel points using manual rasps only;
⦁ Removal of small dental overgrowths (maximum 4mm reductions)
using manual rasps only;
⦁ Removal of loose deciduous caps; and
⦁ Removal of supragingival calculus.
Category 2 Procedures:
Additional procedures suitable for an EDT who has trained and passed
an approved examination:
• Examination, evaluation and recording of dental abnormalities;
• The removal of loose teeth or dental fragments with negligible
periodontal attachments
• The removal of erupted, non-displaced wolf teeth in the upper or lower
jaw under direct and continuous veterinary supervision;
• Palliative rasping of fractured and adjacent teeth including the use of
motorised dental instruments. Horses should be sedated unless full,
informed consent of the owner is given.
Category 3 procedures:
All other dental procedures (including specific diagnoses or treatments)
can only be performed by a qualified veterinary surgeon.
If you have any queries, please contact the practice or check out
the list of qualified dental technicians on the BEVA website under
the OWNER section.
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Does my horse have asthma?
Horses get asthma just like people. It starts with a subtle cough
but horses with equine asthma left without appropriate
management or therapy can develop irreversible remodelling of
their airways. If not managed correctly this chronic condition will
reduce the horse's breathing capacity, increase respiratory
effort, and increase mucus production, all affecting their ability to
exercise.
Asthma can be triggered by dust, pollen or other small particles
floating in the air. In susceptible horses this causes a chronic
inflammation of the lower respiratory tract, leading to airways
that are constricted and filled with mucus, ultimately restricting
air flow into and out of the lungs. Horses often become more
reactive to these triggers over time.
To know if your horse is affected, and find the appropriate
treatment, we need to know what is happening in the lungs. We
do this by performing an endoscopic examination and taking a
sample from the lungs to analyse the cellular content.
When a diagnosis is achieved, several treatment options exist,
but the first step is to manage the horse’s environment by
decreasing the exposure to the potential triggers.
The horse should be kept in a well-ventilated, clean area and
any source of dust should be removed:
·Bedding - Shavings are preferable to straw.
·Forage - Feed hay treated with HAYGAIN© or soaked in
water for 20 minutes.
·Environment - Water the arena and avoid exercising on
dusty ground.
Environmental management is not always enough, and other
treatments often need to be considered:
·Mucolytic drugs - to clear the mucous
·Corticosteroids - to decrease inflammation
·Bronchodilators - to reduce bronchospasm

Administering these drugs orally, especially corticosteroids, can be
costly and lead to adverse effects. Nebulisation is the best method to
deliver the drugs directly into the lungs to ensure maximum effect with
lower amount of drug and less risk of adverse side effects.
Achieving a diagnosis and purchasing nebulisation equipment can be
an expensive investment, but they pay off in the long term. Asthma is
very common and often multiple horses on the yard can be affected so
discuss sharing the costs of management with others around you.
If you are concerned that your horse may be showing signs of
equine asthma please call the surgery to discuss the options
available to you!

Polite reminder
With the long awaited reopening of competitions and events our
equine vets are busier than ever keeping your horses in tip-top
condition and getting them ready to get back out there!
Our clients are very important to us and we endeavour to give
excellent and efficient service at all times.
We get many requests for call backs from our vets and as they are
so busy attending visits it is often something they only have time to
do at the end of the day. Please be patient when waiting for a call
back. If it is non-urgent it could take up to 48 hours. Thank you for
your understanding .
Belmont Farm

& Equine Vets

Follow us on Facebook to keep up with with what
our vets are doing out and about, virtual client
evenings and our latest offerings.

Emergencies and Out of Hours
In the unfortunate event that your animal requires veterinary attention out-of-hours please dial the usual office number where you
will be given the telephone number of the on-duty vet.
It may be useful to keep a pen and paper handy to take this number down.
On the rare occasion that the duty vet is out of reception your call will be forwarded to a helpful member of our answering service who will
ensure someone attends the emergency as soon as possible.
The answering team at Phoneta can be contacted directly on 01432 381 440, if for any reason you are unable to reach the
duty vet.
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