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FARM ANIMAL
NEWSLETTER

COVID-19 UPDATE
In light of the latest government guidance we will now be operating a full closed door policy across all three offices. It is
important you call to pre order medicines for a member of staff to guide you through the collection procedure.
Thankyou for your understanding and cooperation.

Infectious Bovine Rhinotracheitis (IBR)
in Store Cattle
IBR is a highly contagious and infectious viral disease caused by the
Bovine Herpes Virus. Infection occurs by inhalation and requires
contact between animals spreading quickly through the group. The
disease is characterised by inflammation of the nose and throat.
Clinical signs generally first appear two to three weeks following
transport, sale, or housing. During an outbreak of IBR, up to 100% of
animals can be affected but the death rate is usually up to 2%. The
first two or three cattle affected often develop the most severe clinical
signs.
Affected cattle lose their appetite and may develop a high fever (4142°C) with mucousy and pussy discharge from the eyes and nose.
Clinical signs vary in severity with strain of virus. Severely affected
animals are very depressed, slow to rise, and stand with the head
held lowered.
Treatment usually involves an anti-inflammatory and antibiotic to
prevent secondary bacterial infection from taking effect. Vaccination
can also be used in the face of an outbreak.
Prevention is always better than cure and it is recommended that
animals, especially purchased store cattle from markets, are
vaccinated upon arrival. IBR live vaccine can either be given
intranasally or intramuscularly. This will provide 6 months of cover
and hopefully take beyond the stressful periods.

Responsible Antibiotic Usage Around Lambing
There are many ways we can reduce antibiotic usage around
lambing time. By following advice from RUMA (Responsible Use of
Medicines in Agriculture Alliance) we can reduce, refine and replace
how we use antibiotics.
Prophylactic or blanket use of antibiotics is something that can lead
to large volumes of medicine being used inappropriately. Here are a
couple of examples:
1. Abortion prevention – normally employed when enzootic abortion
has been diagnosed on farm. Abortion vaccines are available which
are effective against both enzootic and toxoplasma abortion. By
combining these with good biosecurity and strict isolation of
incoming animals there should be no need to use antibiotics.
2. Neonatal lamb disease – Treatment of newborn lambs should be
done in a targeted manner, only treating those high risk individuals.
By ensuring hygiene and control measures well in advance the risk
of disease can be minimised.
3. Joint ill – blanket injection of all lambs at birth is not an
appropriate routine management plan. Ensure there is appropriate
navel dipping, adequate colostrum intakes and early detection of
cases.

Key areas to focus on when tackling this would be nutrition,
hygiene, colostrum management and neonatal husbandry practices.
There is no aim to remove antibiotics altogether, they play a key
role in animal welfare. Through discussion with your vet and
working with a flock health plan, we can work together to try to use
antibiotics more responsibly.

HEREFORD: 01432 351471 • BROMYARD: 01885 488440 • LEDBURY: 01531 806129
Vets: Dominic Alexander • Will Allman • Mike Bellamy • Andrew Cooke • Joel Galloway • Nick Gibbon • James Hipperson • Louise Lafin •
Hannah Mitchell • Matthew Pugh • Caroline Rank • Harry Walby • Charlotte Watkins • Sarah Watson
TB Testers: Jacek (Jack) Andrychiewicz • Petre Balanescu • Ovidiu Mircea-Oltean • Tudor Patcas • Diego Sainz Garcia • Javier Sisamon
Support staff: Sadie Davies • Michelle Harris • Lucy Hughes • Sybil Legge • Laura Langford • Alice Mainwaring • Ros O’Sullivan • Sophie Powell •
Andrea Smith • Vicky Tully • Millie Whitlock

Lambing is Coming!

The End of a Long Year

Lambing is only just around the corner so now is the
time to take stock of your supplies and get orders
fulfilled in plenty of time for any early ewes that
decide to catch you out and lamb ahead of schedule!
The increasing focus on reducing antibiotic usage has
placed further emphasis on hygiene in the
environment, pens should be cleaned out and
disinfected between each ewe in them. Use of
suitable disinfectants in the pens before re-bedding is
desirable to reduce the burden of pathogens.
A further addition of a notebook to record births,
treatments and deaths can be extremely useful
particularly when it comes to flock health planning
time of year. Accurate data, however basic can be
excellent aid to identify areas of improvement that
can be made within the flock to increase profitability.

What a year 2020 has been! As with everyone, we have had to
overcome the challenges of COVID-19 and alter our day to day
working practices. We have always wanted to welcome clients
into our branches and you have all put up incredibly well with
the various barriers presented in order to keep everyone safe.
We have had a few members of staff isolating through contact
with positive cases which has also made things interesting on
our part.
In recent weeks we have been called up to the fight against
Avian Influenza which has presented us with further challenges
as we go through the Christmas period into the New Year so
please bear with us again.
A good piece of news that we would like to share with you is
that in January we will have another new vet adding to our
team. Sarah Watson qualified in June 2020 and has spent the
last 6 months working to help with Foot and Mouth disease in
developing countries. Sarah will mainly be working on the farm
side of the practice and we are sure that she’ll be receiving a
warm welcome from all.
We would like to thank you all for your continuing support
through such a challenging year and we look forward to moving
through the difficulties Brexit may pose and seeing the other
side of COVID in the thriving and productive farming
community we are lucky to be part of.

Follow us on Facebook
As you all know, our vets here work hard throughout the year to bring
you not only exceptional veterinary services but also interesting and
informative meetings to make sure you are equipped with all the
skills and knowledge you need to care for your livestock.
Please keep an eye out on our Facebook page for our latest
offerings. We will be running meetings throughout 2021 but spaces
will be limited as we will have to keep group sizes a little smaller so
make sure you book early to avoid disappointment.
We will also be posting regular updates here and you can keep an
eye on what our vets have been up to out and about.

Belmont Farm & Equine Vets
Ewes can be housed ahead of lambing to control feed
intakes and carefully monitor them for signs of
disease. Vets are available to consult on feed
rationing to check that ewes are achieving required
protein and energy intakes in order to reduce twin
lamb disease and maximise colostrum quality. Please
contact the surgery for further information. Lambing
courses are planned for those new to lambing or
anyone who would like to have refresher and pick up
some top tips for a successful lambing. Details for
these courses may have already reached you
however if you would like to find out more then please
feel free to contact the surgery for more information or
to book a place.

Emergencies and Out of Hours
In the unfortunate event that your animal requires
veterinary attention out-of-hours please dial the usual
office number where you will be given the telephone
number of the on-duty vet.
It may be useful to keep a pen and paper handy to take this
number down.
On the rare occasion that the duty vet is out of reception your
call will be forwarded to a helpful member of our answering
service who will ensure someone attends the emergency as
soon as possible.
The answering team at Kernow can be contacted directly
on 01432 381 440, if for any reason you are unable to reach
the duty vet.
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