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FARM ANIMAL NEWSLETTER
Pneumonia:
Due to the recent wet weather,
housing might have come a
little earlier than previously
planned.
Pneumonia is still one of the
biggest problems in the cattle
industry, estimated at a cost
of £80 million annually. Often
we see most pneumonia cases
around housing. Disease
outbreaks are multi-factorial with the combination of stress, poor
ventilation, humid airspace and mixing of bunches all contributing
to the problem.
In cattle, pneumonia can be caused by a number of different things,
but often, it is viruses such as Parainfluenza 3 (PI3), Respiratory
Syncytial Virus (RSV) and Infectious Bovine Rhinotrachetitis (IBR).
Pasturella can also be a cause and concurrent disease such as BVD
can make outbreaks much worse!
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At an average cost of £70 per case (excluding fatalities) respiratory
disease is a huge expense for your business and one that should be
limited as much as possible. Although treatment often means that
the animals survive, the resultant lung damage stays lifelong and
hampers weight gains. Therefore, as always, prevention is better
than cure. Below are a few ways in which to minimise wheezes and
sneezes in your herd this autumn:
Vaccines:
Pneumonia vaccines are hugely effective and provide cover
against the majority of pneumonia causes. Sometimes the different
products can become a little confusing, so below is a table showing
our most frequently used vaccines. Often the best option is farm
specific depending on the strains present on your farm and other
disease status (such as BVD). One of the vets can advise you on
which product is most suited to your farm.
Housing:

Amazingly around 50% of all naturally ventilated cattle buildings in
the UK are not fit for purpose. We often see sheds which do not have
adequate air inlets or outlets. In this case the hot, moist air cannot be
removed which promotes bacterial growth and increases infection
between animals. If you’ve got a shed that you’ve had a pneumonia
problem in previously then don’t
hesitate to get in touch, we can
DURATION OF
NOTES
IMMUNITY
use our smoke machine and
provide simple solutions that
12 Weeks
Single vaccine
Lasts 12 months
could make all the difference.

DISEASES
PROTECTED FOR

ROUTE

MINIMUM
AGE

Bovalto Respi
Intranasal

P13, RSV

2ml
Intranasal

10 days

Bovalto Respi 3

P13, RSV,
Pasturella

2ml
Subcutaneous

2 Weeks

6 months

2 doses
3 weeks apart

PI3, RSV, BVD, IBR

5ml
Intramuscular

3 weeks
(will require
booster at 3m)

6 months

2 doses
3-4 weeks apart

IBR

2ml
(Intramuscular)or
1ml per nostril
(Intranasal)

2 Weeks

6 months

If under 3 months then
will require second
injection.

Rispoval 4

Rispoval IBRMarker Live

BVD Reminder

Two calves of the same age,
the one on the left is a PI

Many of you have already
taken advantage of the free
testing offered by the BVD
stamp it out scheme we are
currently participating in,
however there are still some
who have signed up and not
yet had the testing done!

Reducing Stress:
Stress can be a major accelerator
for disease and so limiting the
stress surrounding housing is
vital; try and avoid handling,
treatments and veterinary
procedures around the initial
housing period.

With housing around the corner now is the perfect time for those
of you yet to do so to find out the BVD status of your herd. All we
need is a group of 9-18 month old unvaccinated youngstock for
blood testing, the visit, time and testing is all free and for those
who test positive there are further funds from the government
to find and eliminate PI animals – the most significant spreaders
of the disease. The economic impact of the disease to your
business cannot be underestimated with infections making calves
more susceptible to pneumonia and scour and PI animals being
permanently poor quality animals.
For those of you who did not sign up for the initial round of
testing there will be another meeting soon where you can sign up
for the scheme, so watch this space!
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Three Counties Farmer Awards
Last year we were a proud part of the sponsor team for the
Three Counties Farmer awards. The award celebrates the
innovation, success and passion of farmers in the three counties.
We believe our clients are absolutely some of the best of the
farming stock in the three counties and more of you need to
be nominated, either by yourselves or us. All sizes of farm and
business are eligible, from the biggest to the smallest, everyone
contributes in some way.
To make a nomination please visit www.herefordtimes.com/
awards/tcf or ask the reception team for a nomination form.

Out of hours
A reminder that if there is ever any difficulty in
reaching the vet on call out of hours, we have
a permanent answering service, Kernow, who
will take your call and then go on to contact the
relevant vet.
They can be reached on 01432 381440.

Please visit our Facebook page ‘Belmont Farm &
Equine Vets Limited’ to keep up to date on
interesting and topical practical Farm meetings
over the coming months.
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