
On Saturday the 9th of May at 7 am our lovely Caz 
(Caroline), her husband John and new big brother 
William, welcomed a beautiful baby boy, Edward, 
into the world.
We are so excited to have a new member of the 
Belmont family! 
I’m sure you will all join us in congratulating Caz 
and John on their newest addition. 
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Teaser Rams
With tupping only around the corner now is  
a good time to reflect on the 2020 lambing  
season and investigate how improvements  
can be made for 2021.

Teaser rams can be a 
very beneficial, low cost 
method to condense 
the breeding and 
lambing period through 
synchronisation of ewes. 
It can also advance the 
breeding season in ewes 
by around 2 weeks and 
improve conception rates 
when using AI. 

Teaser Rams are entire 
rams that have been 
vasectomised.  
This means they have  
had their spermatic cords 

tied and a small portion removed. As a result the transport 
of sperm out of the testicles is prevented but production of 
testosterone is able to continue. Therefore the Teaser ram 
retains all the behavioural characteristics of an entire male  
but is infertile.

Teaser choice is vital since he is going to work just as hard as 
the breeding rams! He needs to be sound with good legs and 
feet, eyes and teeth. He should also be of the same health 
status of your flock and young enough to get many breeding 
seasons from him.

Another consideration is choice of breed. Early breeders such as 
Dorsets and Suffolks are ideal, however any breed can be used 
provided their natural breeding season is taken into account. 
Using a breed different from your own makes it easy to identify 
your Teaser rams.

The vasectomy procedure can be performed on farm or at the 
surgery. Vasectomies can be performed in lambs, preferably 
after 8 months of age. It is better however to not work them 
until the following year to allow for better development and a 
higher libido. Teaser rams need to be prepared at least 6 weeks 
in advance of anticipated use to ensure they are no longer 
fertile.

To get the greatest benefit from your teaser, the ewes should 
be around 1 mile away from the sight, sound and smell of any 
ram for at least 1 month. If this is not possible the Teaser will 
still have a good effect at synchronising the ewes to compact 
the lambing period.

We recommend putting teasers in for no more than 14 days 
and then swapping them for fertile rams. Teasers can work at 
a ratio of 1:50-100. However fertile rams will be working much 
harder with the synchronised ewes and therefore fertile rams 
need to be at a ratio of 1:20-30. 

Following introduction of teaser rams, ewes will usually cycle 
around day 18 and the remainder around day 25. It is expected 
that 70% will conceive at each oestrus. This results in two small 
peaks of lambing within the first cycle.

Contact us today to discuss using teasers  
in your flock.

Congratulations!
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It is the time of year 
when fly prevention 
is especially 
important.  
Problems range from 
irritation leading 
to reduced weight 
gain, through 
eye infections, 
Summer mastitis 

and fly-strike can all be reduced and prevented by timely and 
appropriate use of fly products.

We have a range of products for both sheep and cattle 
available at very competitive prices – give one of the offices a 
ring if you would like to place an order.

Products in stock include: 

• Spotinor (Spot-On equivalent)

• Ectofly (Crovect equivalent)

• Clik

• Clik Extra

Clikzin

Fly treatments

TB Testing Calves under  
180 days
Due to COVID-19 the APHA has made allowances around testing 
calves between 42 and 180 days old in order to enable TB herd 
tests to be carried out if testing these calves cannot be done safely.

It is important to note that if these animals are not tested they 
will require a pre movement test if you wish to move them off the 
holding. 

Where your herd is on Short Interval testing, if you have excluded 
theses animals from the test and the test is read as clear, the test will 
count only as a Check Test and will you will still need a further two 60 
day tests to go clear. If you decide to test these calves all of them must 
be tested.

Our vets and TB testers are taking every necessary precaution to  
keep our clients safe whilst handling calves and we would strongly 
recommend that you test all eligible stock at your upcoming TB test.

If you have any questions please contact any of our offices where 
a member of our team will be able to give you further advice. 

Out of hours
A reminder that if there is ever any difficulty in 
reaching the vet on call out of hours, we have 

a permanent answering service, Phoneta, who 
will take your call and then go on to contact the 

relevant vet.   
They can be reached on 01432 381440. 

Stop! Don’t sell your  
barren ewes yet
Now that lambing is done and dusted, and any remaining barren 
ewes are being sorted and sold, it’s the perfect time to take the 
opportunity to investigate any barren or aborted ewes. 

Ceva Animal Health has launched Assure Ewe, a subsidised 
testing scheme to assist in identifying 

the cause of abortion on-farm.
Assure Ewe is a subsidised 

blood testing scheme open 
to all flocks with 50 or more 
breeding ewes; in contrast to 
other schemes, evidence of an 

abortion does not need to have 
taken place.

Any flock with an abortion rate of over 2% could be  
suffering from the disease and at a cost of around £85 per 
aborted ewe, these are losses producers cannot afford to 
ignore.
Just ring the practice to book for a vet to blood sample 
any ewes you would like to test (up to six individual ewes) 
under the Assure Ewe testing scheme. This can be done at 
the practice, even on the way to market!


