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2020 
Firstly, all of us at Belmont Farm and Equine vets would like to 

thank you all for your continued business and support throughout 

2019. 

It was a challenging year for all sectors of farming but this hasn’t 

stopped your optimism and as ever, you and your animals have all 

been a pleasure to work with. 

In January, we have a new vet joining us just in time for the busy  

spring period; James Hipperson. James joins us from another practice 

in Herefordshire and we trust you will give him your usual warm 

welcome. 

 

 
If we could suggest anything to make the spring nights easier on 

us all, it would be to get your silage analysed and to feed suckler 

cows and heifers accordingly, there is some very good forage about! 

Hopefully 2020 will bring positive change and some stability back 

to farming and that any potential benefits of Brexit are realised. 

Wishing you all a very Happy New Year from the team at 

Belmont Farm and Equine vets. 
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Sheep Nutrition is critical from six 
weeks pre Lambing, are you sure 
your ewes are being fed adequately? 
In order to confirm that energy and protein demands of your 

ewes are being met at a time when growing foetuses cause 

energy and protein demand to double NOW is the time to 

Blood test your ewes. 

The blood samples will check that current feeding is adequate 

to give you the best results at lambing. If ewes are not being fed 

appropriately at this point lamb growth and colostrum quality 

will be affected. Poor colostrum will cause knock on effects such 

as joint ill and navel ill. 

How to test? 

Ewes can be bled on farm or brought into the practice. 

A blood sample will be taken from the neck of the ewe. 

When to sample? 

Ideally 2-3 weeks before lambing is due to start. Earlier than 

this the sheep are not yet in the high risk period and there is 

potential to miss problems. If the ewes are sampled later the 

opportunity to make nutritional adjustments are limited. 

Which sheep to sample? 

At least Five sheep from each management group (triplet, twin, 

single). We send these blood samples away and will report the 

result as soon as we receive it from the lab. 

Fluke is still a risk at this time of year so whilst on farm so we 

can also check for exposure to fluke in the ewes and discuss 

treatment options. 

For further queries please ring in to speak to a vet. 

January+February Meetings 

2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Hereford 01432 351471 

Bromyard 01855 488440 

Ledbury 01531 806129 

AI Course-14th-17th January- Location TBC 

Practical Calving Meeting- 17th January @Bromyard 

office 

 
Practical Lambing Meeting- 28th January 

@Ledbury Office 

 
Practical Calving Meeting- 31st January 

@Hereford Office 

 
Practical Lambing Meeting- 5th February 

@Hereford Office 

 
Pre-Lambing Commercial Farmer Meeting- 6th 

February- @ Hereford Office 

 
Practical Lambing Meeting- 11th February 

@Bromyard Office 
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Why should I put a hole in my 
roof? Part 1 

 

With this horrible changeable weather that we have been 

having, we have been seeing more cases of pneumonia 

than normal. As with most diseases, there are many ways to 

help control pneumonia and all farms need to approach the 

disease differently. 

One of the main culprits is often shed design. We often know 

about reducing windy conditions but often overlook the need 

for the constant cycling of fresh air, not just on windy days. Here 

is just a quick rundown of utilising the stack effect and why it is 

important to make sure that it is working correctly. 

Fresh Air – Fresh air is required as it contains no bacteria or 

viruses and helps clear the sheds of stagnant diseased dirty air. 

Creating a constant supply is key to prevent pneumonia in cattle. 

Fresh air can be delivered by wind, the stack effect or fans, each 

option having its positives and negatives. 

Stack Effect – The stack effect is the circulation of air due to 

the warm dirty air produced by the cattle rising out of the shed 

through the outlet on the top of the shed therefore drawing cold 

fresh air from outside of the shed in through the sides. This is 

critical in supplying fresh air on still days with no air movement 

outside. 

Outlet – Outlet is often overlooked and often a lack of enough 

outlet is the main cause of the reduction of clean air. If the 

outlet is not big enough, then the dirty air cannot escape and is 

recirculated in the shed dropping dirty air back onto the cattle. 

No matter how big the inlets are, if there is not enough outlet to 

remove the dirty air it will stay in the building. 

Inlet – Inlet is often found on the sides of the shed which allows 

the fresh air to enter, either through wind or pulled in via the 

stack effect. Inlet is recommended to be 2 – 4 times the size of 

the outlet. 

Next month we will be showing how the outlet is calculated, 
why opening up the top of your shed should save you money 
and if there are any other ways to help combat pneumonia. 

If you have an issue with pneumonia or are worried about 
your shed design, please contact us to speak to one of our 
vets. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Stack effect created by warmth from the cattle driving 

dirty air out and pulling fresh air in. 

HEREFORD: 01432 351471 • BROMYARD: 01885 488440 • LEDBURY: 01531 806129 

Clinical Vets: Dominic Alexander • Will Allman • Mike Bellamy • Andrew Cooke • Nick Gibbon • James Hipperson • Hannah Mitchell Alex O’Malley • 
Matthew Pugh • Caroline Rank • Amelia Stevens • Harry Walby • Charlotte Watkins 

TB Testers: Jacek (Jack) Andrychiewicz • Petre Balanescu • Ovidiu Mircea-Oltean • Tudor Patcas • Diego Sainz Garcia • Javier Sisamon • Krasimir (Kris) Stefanov 
Support staff: Michelle Harris • Sybil Legge • Laura Langford • Alice Mainwaring • Ros O’Sullivan • Sophie Powell • Andrea Smith Pam Strange • 

Harriet Turner • Millie Whitlock 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Iodine, selenium, cobalt and copper are vital for both the 
unborn calf and subsequent fertility for the cow returning 
to the bull. It’s vital that the cow receives enough of 
these trace elements to ensure no detrimental effects 
to the calf and this is especially essential in the last 
trimester of pregnancy. Therefore its really important that 
supplementation starts now, products like the Oligovet 
Supergrazer Bolus can make achieving this very simple. 
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