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Grass Staggers
(Hypomagnesaemia)

As some of you will be aware from coming into the vets;
our offices are operating a “closed door policy”. There
are clearly marked areas for drugs to be collected from
and to minimise contact between people. This is in order
to keep the team out of isolation and healthy and to
ensure we are able to offer our usual quality of service.
As normal, we ask all clients to please phone in all
medicine orders in advance. These measures are also to
help the farming community stay clear of any infection
they may pick up from us, we are very aware that you
have vulnerable members of your family at home and
as food producers you are all vitally important in the UK
surviving in these difficult times.

Low blood magnesium levels in livestock is a true veterinary
emergency.

We, of course, will deliver full emergency cover as well
as visits that will help to maintain the supply of food
into the food chain.
Due to the ever-changing situation, please keep an eye on
our Facebook page for updates to our service.

Nematodirus

We see more cases of staggers during the spring flush of
grass when lush pastures are low in fibre and the reduced
ruminal transit time reduces absorption of this vital trace
element. As well as low dietary magnesium levels, other
factors can affect magnesium absorption including high
levels of dietary potassium (from potash fertilisers) and
ammonia (from nitrogenous fertilisers).
Clinical signs include excitability in the early stages,
progressing to incoordination (staggering) and eventually
recumbency with seizuring and paddling, frothing at
the mouth and exaggerated blinking. Progression of
clinical signs is rapid and many cases are found dead with
evidence of disturbance in the surrounding area.
In suspected clinical cases, early veterinary treatment can
lead to favourable outcomes, but prevention is better than
cure . It is important that following a clinical case, steps are
taken to increase the dietary availability of magnesium to
the rest of the group through supplementation at pasture
Preventative treatment should be discussed with one of
our vets if you feel your herd are at risk.

Unlike other gutworms, Nematodirus battus infections pass
directly from one seasons lambs to the next on the pasture.
Eggs that have overwintered on fields will start to emerge as
infective larvae when temperatures consistently reach above 10
degrees. Often peak hatch will coincide with lambs starting to graze
extensively, typically around 6-12 weeks of age. This results in sudden
onset of diarrhoea, condition loss, dehydration and even death in
affected lambs. Losses can be as high as 5% whilst lambs that survive
infection will suffer from a protracted growth period, taking an extra
2-3 months to market. Adult sheep are resistant to the infection.
Unfortunately, faecal worm egg counts are of limited use in acute
disease as infection is caused by large numbers of larvae and
therefore worms haven’t reached the egg laying stage.
Peak hatch is likely to occur early this year due to the mild start to
the season we have experienced. Keep an eye on the SCOPS Parasite
forecast to determine risk and timing of Nematodirus hatching in
your area, this is available at:
https://www.scops.org.uk/forecasts/nematodirus-forecast/

The single most effective way to prevent Nematodirus infection is
to avoid grazing lambs on the same pasture in consecutive years.
During the high risk season check SCOPS parasite forecast daily and
treat with a Group 1-BZ / White wormer when necessary. Ensure
lambs are weighed and dosed accurately to ensure efficacy and to
protect against resistance. Worm egg counts should be performed
7-10 days after treatment. These are vital to ensure treatment efficacy
and that other parasite infections such as resistant trichostrongyles
or coccidiosis has not been missed.
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Bull Breeding Soundness Exams
Hopefully we can see a little sunshine and the thought of putting
cattle out may be more realistic, our next thought should be
about putting the bull in.
With the future of
the herd weighing
heavily on the
shoulders of one
animal, the risks of
using a bull which
is sub-fertile or
infertile should be
a major concern. Having a pre breeding or a pre purchase bull
soundness check can help reduce the risks of selecting a bull
which will cause a lot of problems later down the line.
The Bull Breeding Soundness Exam (BBSE) consists of a thorough
health check including heart, lungs, eyes, feet etc, and then
an assessment of the external and internal sex glands. Scrotal
measurements are taken and are required to be a minimum size.
Any abnormalities noticed in this clinical exam could have an
impact on bull breeding. If everything is normal on the exam,
the semen quality is then assessed.

A semen sample is collected via electro-ejaculator for analysis.
The semen is checked for colour, gross and progressive motility
and morphology. Colour indicates the concentration of the sperm
in the semen, the gross and progressive motility indicates the
correct movement required from the sperm. Sperm morphology
is examined to check for abnormalities within the sperm. All these
criteria have a minimum threshold and any bull with a poor result
would be classed as a sub or infertile bull. The libido of the bull is
not routinely assessed.
The BBSE gives you reassurance and confidence that the bull’s
semen quality is of a high standard. It is an assessment on that
day of his ability to produce quantities of high quality sperm, it
obviously cannot predict future problems such as lameness or
injury. We find the most problems with very young, unproven
bulls and older bulls over 5 years old so if you have introduced a
youngster or plan on relying upon an old bull, these are the ones
to test. BBSE is a useful tool to remove potential problematic bulls
prior to use and/or sale which can help save valuable time and
money.
If you wish to discuss your bull breeding soundness exam or
any fertility problems, please don’t hesitate to contact one
of our vets.

FUNDRAISER CANCELLED
Unfortunately due to COVID-19 we have had no choice
but to cancel the fundraiser arranged for Wednesday
the 22nd of April.
Please keep your eyes peeled for a date in the future!

THE SELEKT PUMP SERVICING
DROP IN HAS BEEN
CANCELLED.
If your Selekt pump is leaking or
not working as it should, please
let us know and we can arrange
to either obtain parts so that you
can repair it or even get it sent
off for a full service.
Just call any of the practices to
let us know if you need yours
repairing.

Out of hours
A reminder that if there is ever any difficulty in reaching the vet on call out of hours, we have a permanent
answering service, Phoneta, who will take your call and then go on to contact the relevant vet.
They can be reached on 01432 381440.
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