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Aggression
Horses are not usually aggressive; on the
whole herds stay together because they form
a hierarchy within the group, allowing them
to get on well with each other. When a horse
shows aggression, it is generally as a result of
a perceived threat from either the environment
in which it finds itself or in response to a
noxious stimulus from within the animal itself,
for example an animal in pain.

Causes of
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•

Survival - Fighting may occur if
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situations.
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Aggression either extends from a threat in the
animal’s environment or from within the horse
itself.
Signs of aggression in horses include threatening
to bite, strike, kick or chase.
Horses can become aggressive for a number of
reasons, including survival, hormonal influences,
frustration, fear and pain.
Successful treatment of aggression depends
upon identification of the underlying cause and
removal of the pain stimulus.
If you are struggling with an aggressive horse talk
to your veterinary surgeon.
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the veterinary profession made up of independently owned,
progressive veterinary practices located throughout themouth.
United
Kingdom, members of XLEquine are committed to working
together for the benefit of all their clients.
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