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A cORnEAL ULcER STAinEd FLUOREScEnT gREEn
REGULAR DENTAL EXAMINATIONS AND
TREATMENT CAN REDUCE THE RISK OF CHOKE

Signs and investigation

A painful eye will usually have swollen eyelids, drooping eyelashes,
KEY●POINTS

•
•
•
•

excessive tearing and blinking. Occasionally there will be obvious
problems, perhaps a foreign body, such as a thorn, stuck into the eye.
Don’t panic! Choke is rarely life-threatening and
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Any obvious wounds, lacerations or foreign bodies on the eye surface
Following an episode of choke it is worth monitoring
(cornea) will be noted and the inside of the eye will be checked for
your horse’s respiratory rate (normal <16 breaths/
inflammation (seen as cloudiness) or problems at the back of the eye.
min) and rectal temperature for several days.
This examination will require a good torch and an ophthalmoscope.
Arrange regular dental check-ups for your horse
●
The vet will then usually apply a fluorescent stain to check for damage
to reduce the risk of choke as a result of a painful
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mouth.
these are called ulcers.
●

Any wounds around the eyelids should be examined and stitched if
possible.
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SHEATH PROBLEMS

SUMMARY
●

Swollen, half shut eyes with
excessive tearing and blinking are
very painful.

●

Treatment of a painful eye is
classed as a veterinary emergency.

●

Most corneal ulcers are easily
treated and should heal within a
short time period.

●

Inflammation of the eyeball is
treatable but can result in repeated
flare ups and occasionally even a
permanently painful, blind eye.

●

Some conditions may require
urgent referral to a specialist
centre.
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Medical conditions

MC

Choke

DiffiCult Cases

It is very important to ensure that the horse is receiving the
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relatively inexpensive and usually
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• Don’t panic! Choke is rarely life-threatening and
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For further information contact your local XLEquine practice:

Following an episode of choke it is worth monitoring
your horse’s respiratory rate (normal <16 breaths/
min) and rectal temperature for several days.

and ponies with dental problems
vent them grinding their food
), individuals that bolt their food too
• Arrange regular dental check-ups for your horse
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is a novel and exciting initiative conceived from within
to reduce the risk of choke as a result of a painful
e all at increased
risk. profession made up of independently owned,
the veterinary
progressive veterinary practices located throughout themouth.
United
Kingdom, members of XLEquine are committed to working
together for the benefit of all their clients.
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