
After several recent tests that were delayed significantly, we are 
reminding yourself to be as ready as possible for your TB test. 
Delays do not just affect the TB tester, they can also delay tests on 
other farms allocated for the same day. If a clinical vet is testing, a 
delay can prevent a vet on completing pre-booked clinical work or 
even be unavailable for an emergency should one come in. 

• Make sure all cattle are in off the fields and are housed in   
  suitable accommodation prior to being tested. The vet is not   
  expected to get the cattle in from the field

• Make sure that you have a suitable crush. The crush should   
  restrain an animal safely for the vet to access the animal’s neck.  
  Behind a gate is not a safe or suitable alternative

• Have a suitable handling system. Races and sliding gates can   
  greatly improve the speed and safety of handling animals

• Mobile crushes and races are readily available to be hired   
  allowing for short term use of adequate handling systems

• Make sure that your cattle movements records are up-to-date 

If the vet deems the handling set up to not reach minimum safety 
standards or the animals are not ready at time of arrival, he/she 
has the right to abandon the test resulting in potential significant 
financial loss and the inconvenience of rebooking the TB test.

We endeavour to give farms at least one hour’s notice prior to 
arrival to allow for preparations to be carried out. If you require 
more notice, please mention this to the receptionist when  
booking your TB test.
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We have many flocks under MV testing schemes and would like  
to make sure that everyone is aware of new rule changes that  
will be happening from January 2019.

Previously, MV accredited sheep brought onto farm only needed  
to be tested at the next routine flock check (be that 1, 2 or 3  
yearly).  However, from this January, any accredited sheep that  
are brought onto farm will need to be MV tested between 6 and 12 
months after their arrival.

These new regulations are designed to further reduce the chance 
of outbreaks of MV, however they do leave a 6 month window 
for infection to be spread.  The recommendation is to also test all 
sheep at point of arrival – this is not a requirement but is a sensible 
approach to take. The highest risk of having a breakdown is the 

purchase and introduction of accredited animals into an accredited 
flock.  Currently this risk is calculated to be 0.2% but due to the 
massive implications of a breakdown the SAC has decided to close 
this risk of entry.

On top of these changes, any farm that also runs a non-accredited 
flock will have to have 12 of the non-accredited sheep tested at 
the same time as their accredited sheep are tested.  If any of these 
sheep are found to be infected then the accredited flock will be 
deemed to be High Risk and will go back to yearly testing.Please 
contact us if you would like further information

MV rule changes 

Out of hours
A reminder that if there is ever any difficulty in reaching 
the vet on call out of hours, we have a permanent 
answering service, Kernow, who will take your call and 
then go on to contact the relevant vet.  They can be 
reached on 01432 381440. 
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We are sorry to have to announce that Kathryn is moving on to a 
new job at the beginning of October.  Kathryn has been with us 
for 6 years now, and before that as a student so she will be missed 
by staff and clients alike.  Her new job does not take her too far – 
she will be working at a Poultry specialist practice in Leominster, 
so those of you with chicken units may well continue contact.

The good news is that we have a new vet starting early 
September.  Harry Walby has been working for Meadows Farm 
Vets in Worcestershire for the last 2 years and comes to us with 
a particular interest in Johne’s and BVD control as well as sheep 
lameness.  He will be working out of both the Bromyard and 
Hereford office.  We are sure that you will make him welcome.

Goodbye and hello!

Image copyright fwi.co.uk

Sheep scab mites are highly 
contagious and can be a source 
of huge economic loss to flocks 
affected, a significant welfare 
issue  and is often quite a taboo 
subject.  It is actually notifiable 
in Scotland.  Sheep spend 
more of their time scratching 
than eating, so can be very 

debilitating; it is actually the faeces of the mite that cause the 
intense itching.

It is impossible to be certain if scab is present without a diagnosis, 
by looking for the mites using a microscope; yet thousands of 
sheep are treated every year with broad spectrum wormer’s off the 
back of guess work - often wasting money, time, delay in recovery 
and contributing to the already very concerning resistance issue in 
worms. These treatments are ivermectin type drugs, the same that 
are within clear drenches.  

Sheep scab can be contracted via any contact with live mites.   
This is usually through sheep-to-sheep contact at market, in 
livestock lorries or areas such as shared rubbing posts.  Other ways 
include shearing equipment, clothing and wool tags on fences or 
hedgerows where sheep have been – they can remain alive off the 
sheep for up to around 2-3weeks and the life-cycle from infection 
to showing signs is about 14 days. 

Action check list:- 

1.  Test if it is definitely scab, and treat accordingly.

2.  Establish where the scab came from. If it was from  
 purchased or incoming sheep, review quarantine   
 protocols.

3.  Contact neighbours with sheep in adjacent fields to  
 warn them and/or suggest they treat at the same time as   
 you for maximum effect and protection.

4.  Check common fence-lines for gaps/shared rubbing  
 areas.  Consider double fencing any in contact with high  
 risk neighbours.

Historically, plunge 
dipping with 
organophosphates was 
compulsory, but since this 
stopped 1992, there has 
been a 40-fold increase 
in scab affected flocks.  
Treatments have revolved 
around use of injectable 
ivermectin-type products 
for treatment, prevention 

and use in quarantine.  Concerns with the use of such products, 
particularly as most are long acting, is that they also treat internal 
worms and with widespread resistance already present, this will 
certainly be exacerbating the issues on farms and increase the 
risk of these clear drenches not working against worms. Plunge 

Sheep Scab dipping still remains 
an effective control 
and treatment for 
scab and other 
external parasites. 
The withdrawal 
periods, applicable 
particularly with 
finishing lambs are 

generally shorter than ivermectins and the cost and handling time 
less.  Dipping can also successfully be used to prevent flies and a 
single treatment will provide up to 4 weeks protection from scab as 
well as the effective treatment without the concerns of resistance. 

Organophosphates obviously need handling very careful due to 
risk to humans and the environment.  

There are a couple of providers of mobile plunge dipping services 
in the area, both of whom are fully licensed and insured and will 
take the used dip away with them. Please contact them to discuss 
prices and services offered:  
Josh Braid: 07841842707.  
Elliot and Harry Pritchard: 07518397640/07870511154

Lungworm:
As we are near the end of summer the risks of lungworm 
problems is at its highest. Lungworm infestation is very 
unpredictable. 

There are signs to recognise the disease in its early stages such 
as an increased respiratory rate, frequent coughing and exercise 
intolerance. Affected animals may be reluctant to move and 
can be seen to stand with their head down and neck extended 
along with coughing regularly. Lungworm affects both first 
time grazers and adults. Diagnosis can be established via the 
detection of lungworm larvae in the faeces.

Ways to minimise lungworm on farm are to quarantine 
new animals brought on farm and treat all new comers for 
roundworms and fluke. Bought in cattle/calves may introduce 
lungworm onto a farm. Most anthelmintics used against round 
worms will be effective against lungworm. 

 If you have concerns of lungworm being a problem on your 
farm, bring in a faecal sample (must be fresh) or simply call us 
to discuss. 




