
 

We are running the new national “BVD Stamp it out” campaign 
that includes funding to find out the status of your herd and 
identify any infected animals in the aim of becoming (and 
hopefully staying!) BVD free. This campaign is funded by the 
RDPE and is open to all people with breeding cattle;  
dairy and beef. 

The scheme includes a FREE farm visit with FREE blood 
testing* to ascertain your farm’s disease status and a second 
FREE farm visit to discuss your results and if required the 
opportunity to commence disease eradication with funding 
available to support this also. 

In order to access your FREE* testing then it is essential that 
you attend one of our initial discussion meetings:

21st November @ Bromyard Rugby Club

3rd December @ Old Boot, Wellington

4th December @ The Three Horseshoes, Allensmore

11th December @ The Moon Inn, Mordiford

All meetings start at 7:30pm prompt, with supper included. 

Please contact one of our offices ASAP to book your place 
as spaces are limited.

You MUST attend one of the meetings to be eligible  
for the scheme. 

*Blood sampling covered to maximum of £61.80 for the 1st “check” 
blood test and to a maximum of £440 for the second PI hunt. 
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Belmont “BVD Stamp it out” 
Project

Clinical Vets: Dominic Alexander • Will Allman • Andrew Cooke • Nick Gibbon • Bill Main • Matthew Pugh 
Caroline Rank • Amelia Stevens • Harry Walby • Charlotte Watkins 

TB Testers: Jacek (Jack) Andrychiewicz • Petre Balanescu • Ovidiu Mircea-Oltean • Tudor Patcas • Javier Sisamon • Krasimir (Kris) Stefanov 
Support staff: Michelle Harris • Sybil Legge • Laura Langford • Alice Mainwaring • Emma Savage • Molly-Ann Smith • Pam Strange • Andrea Tant • Harriet Turner

Dispensing drugs: 
please ring first
Due to tightening up on dispensing rules we have asked you  
to ring and pre-order drugs before coming in to collect them  
so that vets can see the order and give it the OK - every time  
you buy antibiotics or any other medicine it is essentially a 
prescription.

OFFICE CHRISTMAS  
OPENING AND CLOSING HOURS

Saturday 22nd: 8.30-12.00 - Hereford only

Sunday 23rd:  On call vet only –  
   Offices Closed

Monday 24th: 8.30-13.00

Tuesday 25th: On call vet only –  
   Offices Closed

Wednesday 26th:   On call vet only –  
   Offices Closed

Thursday 27th:       8.30-13.00

Friday 28th:           8.30-13.00

Saturday 29th:  8.30-12.00 - Hereford only

Sunday 30th:  On call vet only –  
   Offices Closed

Monday 31st:         8.30-13.00

Tuesday 1st Jan:    On call vet only –  
   Offices Closed

Week 2nd onwards: Normal office hours  
   8.30-17.30
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October and November are the peak months for 
weaning calves and planning housing for spring calving 
suckler cows. This is the time of year when the suckler cycle 
starts again, preparing the cows for calving in the following 
spring. Given the dry conditions this summer, some calves 
may already have been weaned and there  
is a good chance that cows have lost body condition.  
Bear the following in mind when weaning calves this autumn: 

Cow condition: 

Sucklers should be calving down at Body Condition Score 
(BCS) 2.5, maximum 3. At weaning, if feasible, the thin 
cows should be split from the fat cows and managed in 
2 separate groups, getting weight off the fat cows will 
not only reduce overheads but will also reduce calf birth 
weight and reduce difficult calvings.  Weaning cows at 
BCS 2-2.5 is ideal, allowing for some gain of weight in the 
housing period. High numbers of thin cows at weaning 
should always be investigated. If they are out-wintered 
then weaning them at BCS 3 is advisable. Rapid changes 
in condition score and starvation diets close to calving are 
undesirable, this will result in reduced colostrum quality 
and milk yields, starting this process at weaning is a much 
better plan. Below is an example of how one group or  
more could be fed before calving.

Forage analyses should be taken and simple feed plans 
should be made alongside frequent assessment of cow 
condition through the winter. Feeding dry sucklers needs  
to be cheap but it doesn’t have to be done badly.

Mineral status: 

If the mineral status of your herd is under question then 
this is the time of year to assess the levels in the cows; they 
have been dragged down by their calves and are now on 
their pre-calving ration. This diet will provide them (or not) 
with the minerals required for calf development and good 
viability. Testing them this time of year will also give you a 
chance to implement changes before they calve again.

COW BCS/STAGE Feed example

Thin dry cow BCS<2 Good hay/poor silage,  
1kg/head rolled cereals 

Good dry cow BCS 2.5 Poor quality hay,  
mineral bolus

Fat dry cow Restricted poor quality hay, 
adlib straw, mineral bolus

Pre-calving cow  
(2 weeks off)

Good hay, 1-2kg/head high 
protein blend

Dry suckler cow 
management 

PDs: 

Assessing the pregnancy status of your suckler cows at 
weaning is a key part of the suckler cycle, any empty 
cows should be culled from the herd as soon as possible, 
minimising the numbers of stock ‘carried’ through the 
winter, therefore reducing overheads. 

Fluke treatments and worm egg counts: 

This is also the best time to fluke your adult cattle if you 
have fluke on the farm. Triclabendazole products can be 
used at housing, all of the other products will need at least 
6 weeks of housing for them to be of any use, some of the 
products need more time. If you think fluke may be on 
your farm then give us a ring for some more advice. 

Fluke update

As we come into autumn it is time to keep an eye out for 
possible fluke outbreaks amongst our sheep flocks.

The cases we typically see at this time of year are acute 
outbreaks. Usually occurring between September and 
November these are often difficult to predict as the first sign 
is a dead sheep, this is caused by large numbers of immature 
fluke migrating around the liver. Unfortunately, these types of 
infection cannot be detected in a faecal egg count therefore 
any sudden death should be reported to us for further 
investigation.

Sub-acute cases also occur around this time becoming 
more frequent as winter goes on. Caused by a 50:50 
infection of mature and immature fluke, signs include:

• Rapid weight loss.

• Lethargy

• Anaemia

• Potential fatalities

These cases can be confirmed by post-mortem or by 
certain blood tests if no fatalities have yet occurred.
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