
Assisted 
lambings and 
calvings often 
benefit from 
NSAIDS

Pain and inflammation in farm animals have a severe negative 
impact on production and welfare. With a focus on prevention 
rather than cure within the disease sectors, there are still many 
occasions where anti-inflammatory drugs can be used either 
concurrently with antibiotics or on their own during routine 
procedures. Here is a run down of the benefits that anti-
inflammatories have and times when to use them.

Benefits of NSAIDS
• Pain killer - A painful animal is an unproductive animal. Pain will 
prevent the animal carrying out its normal behaviour. A painful 
animal will have a decreased appetite and will spend less time eating 
and cudding resulting in a decrease in energy absorption. This may 
go unnoticed when the animal is not under stress but at stressful 
times such as heavy pregnancy, high milk production, the effects can 
lead to other severe problems.

• Anti – inflammatory - Inflammation is a protective mechanism 
in response to injury or disease. It is characterised by swelling, heat, 
pain, redness and loss of function. By removing this inflammation, 
normal function is quicker to return and allows the animal to return 
to normal activities.

• Temperature reduction - NSAIDS are anti-pyrexic (pyrexia – high 
temperature due to illness). The majority of infections will cause a 
higher temperature in animals which causes lethargy, dullness and 
loss of appetite. Reducing temperatures in animals will help recovery 
time and increase appetite.

• Anti-toxaemic effect - Some NSAIDS have an ability to bind to 
toxins within the blood that have been released during some disease 
processes. Toxins can cause more harm than the initial infection 
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Non-Steroidals Anti-Inflammatory Drugs (NSAIDs)
and can cause organ failure quicker than the infection would. By 
binding the toxins, the body has time to adapt to the infection and, 
along with other treatments, allow the chance for the animal to 
recover.

Situations to use NSAIDS
• Routine Procedures - Castration, dehorning/disbudding. Using 
NSAIDS will help negate the impact of these painful situations. 
Growth rates are shown to be increased when using NSAIDS 
compared to not using.

• Emergency Procedures - Calving, Caesarean, Abdominal Surgery 
(LDA op) – NSAIDS are vital at helping the animal return to normal 
function as quickly as possible, especially as these often happen at 
times where the animal is at highest energy usage.

• Injury – Splits, foot 
problems, bruising 
– NSAIDS will help 
reduce swelling which 
will increase return to 
function. Lameness 
especially can reduce 
productivity and 
prevent bulls from 
serving cattle and 
decrease milk yield in 
dairy cattle

• Infectious Diseases- Mastitis, Pneumonia, New forest eye, 
footrot/foul – By no means an exhaustive list! By decreasing 
temperature and reducing inflammation, this will aid in increasing 
appetite and improve the body’s own defensives to fight off 
infection.

• Toxic Disease – E.coli mastitis, septicaemia, meningitis – By 
binding the toxins, this will increase the time for the animal to help 
fight infection and allow time for antibiotics to work.

Non-steroidal anti-inflammatories have a pivotal role in livestock 
farming and especially with the aim to reduce antibiotic usage 
and improve overall welfare. Please speak to one of our vets to 
discuss which NSAID is best for you.



Our Team: Dominic Alexander • Will Allman • Andrew Cooke • Nick Gibbon • Ginny Hartop • Bill Main • Matthew Pugh 
Caroline Rank • Amelia Stevens • Kathryn Stewart • Hannah Walford • Charlotte Watkins 

Jacek (Jack) Andrychiewicz • Petre Balanescu • Ovidiu Mircea-Oltean • Tudor Patcas • Javier Sisamon • Krasimir (Kris) Stefanov

HEREFORD: 01432 351471  •  BROMYARD: 01885 488440

Farewell to Hannah
Hannah Walford leaves us this month to work as one of the 
vet team on a large 7,500 cow dairy farm in central New 
South Wales, Australia. She has been a highly valued part 
of the practice for the last 3 years and the flocks and herds 
of Herefordshire will really miss her. Hopefully she will stay in 
touch and come back at some point in the future. It is a fantastic 
opportunity to see a totally different part of the world and work 
in a very different environment and we wish her the very best of 
luck.

Suckler PDs - The Early Bird 
Catches the Worm! 

To get the most of 
any scanning you 
do, it is best to PD 
cattle as early as 
possible. The benefit 
of this is increased 
accuracy when aging 
pregnancies. 

Up to 2 months in calf we can be highly accurate, between 3 and 4 
months we can be pretty accurate and after that point it can be a 
lot more difficult as we cannot feel all of the calf and uterus when 
it tips over the pelvis. Accurate dates ensure you can manage your 
cows in the most effective way and save yourself some headaches 
during calving next year including;

Poor fertility: 
PDing early ensures that you pick up any problems in conception 
earlier in the season, allowing you more options for those cows 
not in calf and thus maximising profit.

Nutrition:
Better dates allow you to feed early and late calvers differently, 
optimising body condition and meeting their requirements in 
energy and protein. This avoids wasting money on overfeeding 
late cows and preventing calving difficulties later on in the season. 

Twins:
Some suckler units have a very high twinning rate and by PDing 
earlier we can accurately pick these up, allowing you to give them 
beneficial management and increase your twin-calf survival and 
cow condition, increasing profit. 

Vaccines:
Scour vaccines such as Bovigen Scour have a small window of time 
they can be used to have peak effect. Knowing when cows are 
going to calf and targeting these treatments results in you getting 
the best bang for your buck! 

So when the “rain has stopped play” on the combine, get the 
cow’s PD’d as soon as possible to ensure all the benefits above! 
Anything that is empty should be re-scanned 6 weeks after the 
bull has come out. For this little extra cost, the potential  
benefits are massive!

Ram health checks –  
Are they ready for tupping?

With Summer well and 
truly upon us, it’s time to 
start thinking ahead to 
tupping and making sure 
the rams are in tip top 
condition! 

 
 

Tups take six weeks to manufacture sperm, so any significant 
stress such as lameness, injury or infection in the months 
preceding tupping can have an impact later down the line. 
Performing health and fertility checks now gives you plenty of 
time to treat any problems, manage their weight and source 
replacements if needed.

Up to 30% of rams may be sub-fertile  
leading to:
• Larger numbers of barren ewes

• Poorer lambing percentage

• A less compact lambing period

• Higher rates of disease due to prolonged lambing periods

Even if rams are turned out in groups one sub-fertile dominant 
ram can stop the others from serving.

Ram MOT
All tups should have these key points checked at least 10 weeks 
before the mating period. If any issues are found then give us a 
call to discuss the best plan of action.

• Teeth – check for an under or overshot jaw, missing teeth or  
 abscesses.

• Toes – check his locomotion, that he can move all his joints  
 freely and that his feet are in good condition

• Testicles – check for any lumps, bumps, heat or swelling. The  
 testicles should be firm (similar to the tone in a flexed bicep!).  
 Testicle size varies by breed and age, but a rough guide should  
 over 28cm circumference in ram lambs, and over 35cm in adult  
 rams.

• Tone – check his body condition score. You should aim for a  
 body condition score of 3.5 at the start of tupping.

• Treatments – is he due any vaccinations or other preventative  
 treatments?

Ram fertility
If you have any concerns with your fertility, your ram MOT 
has thrown up any issues, or your rams are being used in a 
high pressure situation (eg a high ewe to ram ratio, or using 
synchronised ewes) then a full fertility check may be advisable

We can perform a full health check, and take semen samples for 
analysis if needed. This should give you the reassurance that 
your tups are working at 100% and should be ready to perform 
their best!


